
        MARION FSA COMMITTEE 
 

REGULAR MEETING DATE IS THE SECOND THURSDAY  
OF EACH MONTH                   (503) 399-5741  FAX 399-5799 
Committee Members: 
Francis Wolf - Chairperson 
Robert Koenig  - Vice-Chairperson 
Lori Pavlicek - Regular Member 
Thomas Brewster  -  CED   (tom.brewster@or.usda.gov) 
 

 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its 
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability,  and 
where applicable, sex,  sexual orientation, and parental, marital or familial status, 
religion, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an 
individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs.  (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should 
contact the USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).   

MARION - http://www.fsa.usda.gov/or/marion.html
USDA - http://www.usda.gov
FSA - http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/default.asp
OR  FSA - http://www.fsa.usda.gov/or/or.htm
NRCS - http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
FCIC - http://www.act.fcic.usda.gov/

 
To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400  Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-
3272 (voice) or  (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

           ***  JUNE 2006 *** 
 

CED RETIRING 
Tom Brewster, County Executive Director, is retiring at the end 
of July.  The County Committee plans to have the position filled 
by October 1st. 
 
“It has been an enjoyable 20 years, working with Marion County 
farmers.  And I’ve had the good fortune to work with a number 
of staff members whose time here has been as long as mine.  We 
have all seen a lot of changes to federal farm programs in the 
two decades, just as we have seen significant changes in major 
crop types in the county.  But the soils, climate, available water, 
and the farmers’ resolve have kept the county as productive and 
beautiful as the job has been interesting.  I want to thank my 
staff and fellow agencies’ personnel, and the farmers for all the 
years here.  As I ease out of the office here and onto a tractor 
seat in Yamhill County, I will tow a lot of fine memories with 
me.  Thanks.”   
 
Tom 
 

CONTINUOUS CONSERVATION RESERVE 
PROGRAM 

Soil rental rates have increased such that dry land cropped soils 
can return up to $170/acre on the valley floor.  Land along 
season and perennial water ways and land within 2000 feet of 
public wells is eligible to be enrolled anytime without the 
competitive bidding process in standard signup periods. 
 
The land must be taken out of commercial ag production, but 
can be used for recreational activities.  The areas must be 
planted to trees/shrubs/grasses, and put under contract for 10 
years. 
 
There are many public wells in the county, especially in and 
around the towns.  But rural schools, churches and commercial 
ventures also have them.  Known as the Wellhead Protection 
portion of the CRP program, this may be of value where smaller 
fields have become harder to farm and manage in the more 
populated areas. 
 
 

 
ACREAGE REPORTING 

The final acreage reporting date is June 30th.  Reports after that 
date require a late filing fee.  All Direct and Counter-cyclical 
Program  and Conservation Reserve Program participants must 
file the annual report.  Additionally, anyone filing for loan 
deficiency and crop disaster reports of any kind must file. 
 
We can take the reports through the mail.  Give us a call and we 
can send the maps and form to you.  Just ensure it is completed 
and post marked to us by June 30th. 
 

COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTION 
This year’s election involves the middle portion of the county, 
between Silverton Road and Highway 22.  All farmers and 
owners of farmland in that area are eligible to serve on the 
County Committee.  The term is for three years and the 
Committee meets about eight times per year. 
 
We encourage all who are interested to run for the position.  The 
Committee is the source of farm knowledge for administering 
the farm programs.  And it makes compliance and eligibility 
determinations involving producer activity in the programs. 
 
If you are interested, or know anyone who is, contact us for a 
nomination petition.  You are welcome to contact any of the 
current committee members and hear what they have to say 
about it. 
 
We ask that you help us notify everyone eligible, including 
women and minority farmers.  If you know of anyone eligible 
who is not on our mailing list, remind them to give us a call or 
stop by the office. 
 

NON-INSURED ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, NAP, & 
FEDERAL CROP INSURANCE PURCHASE DATES 

August 31st is the final date for purchasing coverage for fall 
planted vegetable seeds, including cabbage, onions, and radish. 
 
October 1st is the final date for wheat, sugarbeet seed, garlic, 
hops, grass seed, clover, and other forages. 
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CROP DISASTER REPORTING 
If you have crop damage from weather events and want to file 
for federal benefits you need to complete a “notice of loss” form 
within 15 days of the date the loss is known.  Even losses less 
than 35% need to be reported, if there is a chance additional 
damage from other sources could occur later. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FARM LOAN PROGRAMS 
FSA makes direct and guaranteed farm ownership (FO) and 
operating loans (OL) to family-size farmers and ranchers who 
cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank, Farm Credit 
System institution, or other lender.  FSA loans can be used to 
purchase land, livestock, equipment, feed, seed, and supplies.  
Our loans can also be used to construct buildings or make farm 
improvements. 
 
Our Customers:  FSA loans are often provided to beginning 
farmers who cannot qualify for conventional loans because they 
have insufficient financial resources.  FSA also helps established 
farmers who have suffered financial setbacks from natural 
disasters, or whose resources are too limited to maintain 
profitable farming operations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
FARM SERVICE AGENCY 
Marion County FSA Committee 
3867 Wolverine Street NE Suite 1 
Salem, OR  97305-4267 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Most Disaster Programs require the loss be greater than 35% of 
a specific crop on the farm for a payment to be made.  Currently 
there is no program for 2005 or 2006 losses in our area.  But we 
need to have the loss documents in place in the event a program 
is enacted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Guaranteed Loans:  FSA guaranteed loans provide conventional 
agricultural lenders with up to a 95 percent guarantee of the 
principal loan amount.  The lender is responsible for servicing a 
borrower’s account for the life of the loan.  All loans must meet 
certain qualifying criteria to be eligible for guarantees, and FSA 
has the right and responsibility to monitor the lender’s servicing 
activities.  Farmers interested in these loans must apply to a 
conventional lender, which then arranges for the FSA guarantee. 
 
Direct Loans:  FSA makes and services direct FO and OL loans.  
We provide our direct loan customers credit counseling and loan 
supervision so they have a better chance of success in their 
farming operation.  To qualify for a direct loan, the applicant must 
be able to show sufficient repayment ability and pledge enough 
collateral to fully secure the loan. 
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